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Executive Summary 

 
Bangladesh and India have both witnessed noteworthy strides in their bilateral relations in the 

recent years. Breakthroughs like the Land Boundary Agreement, steps to stem cross-border 

terrorism, growth of cross-border trade and major investment projects are taking India-

Bangladesh friendship to new heights. As India is aspiring for global eminence and 

Bangladesh is on its way to becoming a middle income country, the partnership between the 

two neighbors are converting into a strategic alliance. While there are substantive reasons for 

the momentum to sustain, the challenges also need to be weighed carefully and the 

opportunities require careful and coordinated efforts to generate positive results.  

Towards that end, The Institute for Policy, Advocacy and Governance (IPAG) organized the 

2nd Chapter of the Bilateral Conclave Series on India-Bangladesh Relations: Chapter II – 

Deepening Cooperation and the Way Ahead on April 09 (Monday), 2018 at the Pan Pacific 

Sonargaon Hotel in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

The dialogue was participated by 20 eminent experts from both India and Bangladesh and 

provided a platform to have threadbare discussions on issues important for Bangladesh - India 

relationship. Discussions were centered around four thematic sessions on 

 i) Economic Relations, Trade, & Investment 

 ii) Security, Counter Terrorism & Cross Border Cooperation 

iii) Energy, Water, & Natural Resources and 

iv)  Media, Culture, & Tourism  

The outcomes of the deliberations have been summarized in this report. Top 10 

recommendations that came forth during the entirety of the dialogue from the policymakers, 

experts, and analysts have also been included. The sessions were attended by government 

officials at the ministerial level, diplomats, civil society representatives, academicians, and 

well-respected media outlets from both Bangladesh and India.  
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Introduction 
 

Bangladesh and India enjoy a long history of friendship since India’s positive role in helping Bangladesh 

achieve independence in 1971. Over the last 46 years, both nations have contributed towards each other’s 

socio-economic development through mutual cooperation. However, outstanding issues ranging from 

water sharing to border management continues to affect bilateral relations between the two countries. 

Being neighbors with shared colonial past and cultural linkages, India and Bangladesh have lot of 

commonalities and many opportunities to work together. Areas such as economic relations & trade, 

energy & water sharing, defense & security, and culture & tourism have much room for further 

strengthening the existing partnership. The political leadership and government officials at the top-most 

level from both the countries have frequently engaged with one another to discuss policies, strengthen 

collaborations and resolve disputes. 

In recent times, the relationship between India and Bangladesh has progressed in terms of concluding 

multiple bilateral meetings and agreements and reaching consensus on many issues that, in the past, have 

impeded the growth of their relationship. Joint cooperation in power trade, economic corridor, joint 

ventures, exchange of enclaves, land boundary agreements, trade cooperation, and port management 

have been some of the key milestones in recent years. There are still further areas where cooperation can 

bring significant socio-economic benefits to the two countries. 

To mark the 1-year of Indian PM Modi’s visit to Bangladesh, IPA organized a one day conclave titled 

“Bangladesh-India Relations: Progress made and the Challenges Ahead” on September 17, 2016. 

Twelve experts from Bangladesh and India convened to discuss and deliberate on the status of bilateral 

relationship between the two nations, and look for opportunities to further strengthen the bilateral ties. 

The seminar hosted lively discussions on the issues of Trade, Investment, Connectivity, Energy, Border 

& Security, Water & Environment, and Regional & Multilateral Issues in two sessions. 

Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina’s visit to India on April 7-10, 2017 brought forward multiple new deals 

and agreements. At the brink of almost 1 year of her visit, it is time to reflect on the efficacy and 

deliverability of the agreements signed, and pathways to ensure better implementation and greater 

coordination as countries move forward. On that note, IPAG as part of continuation of the dialogue series 

on Bangladesh-India relations, organized the 2nd chapter of the series “Bangladesh-India Relations: 

Deepening Cooperation and the Way Ahead” on April 09 (Monday), 2018 at the Pan Pacific Sonargaon 

Hotel, Dhaka. 

The dialogue has increased its breadth and spread in terms of the issues discussed and stakeholders 

involved. Every effort was made to avoid duplication of last year’s conclave and to reflect the current 

realities and priorities in the Indo-Bangla relations in light of the two Prime Ministerial visits. The 

dialogue was divided into one Business Session and Four Thematic Sessions, the topics of which have 

been outlined below:  

 

1. Session I: Economic Relations, Trade, & Investment  

2. Session II: Security, Counter Terrorism & Cross Border Cooperation  

3. Session III: Water, Energy, & Natural Resources  

4. Session IV: Media, Culture, & Tourism  

  

 



 

The Business Session of the Dialogue was attended by Dr. Gowher Rizvi, International Affairs Advisor to the Prime Minister of 

Bangladesh, Mr. Vijay Keshav Gokhale, Foreign Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs, India and Mr. Harsh Vardhan Shringla, 

High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh. 
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The specific Goals for organizing this conclave were:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

To review progress, explore 

opportunities, evaluate 

strengths and identify 

challenges of the bilateral 

relationship 

To gain a better understanding 

of expectations of Bangladesh 

from India in terms of specific 

areas of current and future 

engagement  

Participants at the Business Session of the Conclave with the Special Guest Mr. Vijay Keshav Gokhale, Foreign 

Secretary, Ministry of External, Affairs (MEA), Government of India seated at the left, the Chief Guest Dr. 

Gowher Rizvi, International Affairs Advisor to the Prime Minister of Bangladesh seated in the middle and Mr. 

Harsh Vardhan Shringla, High Commissioner of India to Bangladesh seated at the right. 
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Ten Key Recommendations from the Four Sessions 
 

1. Translate the border and checking points between Bangladesh and India into crossing 

points to capture the competitive advantage of Bangladesh and India. 

2. Set up and operationalize single window trading system and crossing points. Have 

more mutual recognition agreements, efficient dispute settlement mechanisms, better 

laboratory certification and testing facilities and updated banking system.  

3. No country must take any decision to undermine the other, and rather all endeavors 

should be directed towards bolstering bilateral security. 

4. Facilitate greater dialogues between concerned security organizations to foster 

greater trust, understanding and respect for each other.  

5. Espouse and spread moderate and correct teachings of the religious scriptures to 

counter radicalization and terrorism. It is important to disseminate the correct 

teachings for youth, not only in India and Bangladesh but all over South Asia. 

6. Develop energy and power trading and investment policies based on certainty and 

continuity as power sector investments are primarily long term.  

7. Promote a favorable tax and duty structure, connectivity for power flow and a strong 

cross-border policy, and effective power trading framework.  

8. Judiciously and effectively share and use common waters for the wellbeing of the 

people of this region. All signed water treaties and agreements must be implemented 

effectively.  

9. Enhance collaboration and joint ventures in media projects, movies, documentaries, 

and joint cultural research in order to increase people-to-people linkages between the 

two countries.  

10. Transfer good government to government relationship between India and Bangladesh 

to better people-to-people relationship.  
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Session I: Economic Relations, Trade, & Investment 
 

Moderator:  

Amit Datta Roy 

Senior Research Fellow, Institute for Policy, Advocacy and Governance (IPAG) 
 

Panelists:  

• Mir Nasir Hossain 

Former President, the Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce & Industry (FBCCI), 

Bangladesh.  

• Dr. Prabir De 

Professor, & Coordinator, ASEAN-India Centre (AIC), Research & Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, India.  

• Dr.  Mustafizur Rahman 

Distinguished Fellow, Center for Policy Dialogue (CPD), Bangladesh.  

• Goutam Ghosh 

      Senior Director & Head, Arab & South Asia Regions, Federation of Indian Chambers of    

      Commerce & Industry (FICCI) 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mr. Amit Datta Roy initiated the session by mentioning the important issues the session was to cover 

which among others included India-Bangladesh economic relations and bilateral trade and investment. He 

mentioned that South Asia was one of the fastest growing regions in the world with Bangladesh and India 

Mr. Amit Datta Roy moderating the Session with Mr. Mir Nasir Hossain, seated to his left followed by Dr. Prabir 

De, Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, and Mr. Gautam Ghosh. 
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having significant contributions towards this growth and highlighted the pivotal role of bilateral cooperation 

between the two countries in supporting this growth. However, some challenges do prevail, for example 

trade disparity, which is favorable to India. He mentioned that the Bangladesh-India trade ratio was 9 i.e. 

Bangladesh imported nine times more goods from India than Bangladesh exported to India.  

Mir Nasir Hossain initiated the panel discussion by mentioning that India was the greatest trading partner 

of Bangladesh, apart from the US, in formal trade. The Indian export to Bangladesh is 6 billion USD against 

0.6 billion USD from Bangladesh to India, signifying the high trade volume disparity in the favor of India. 

He mentioned that there are opportunities for Bangladesh to access Indian markets and that although there 

are no official statistics, the level of informal trade is perceived to be large. He also mentioned that medical 

and religious tourism as well as education adds up a total of 2 to 3 billion USD, pushing up the Indian 

exports to roughly 10 billion USD. He highlighted that existence of non-tariff barriers is a major challenge 

for Bangladesh which is preventing it from harnessing the Indian market. He particularly cited infrastructure 

as one of the major problems. He mentioned that while India has made rapid strides in intra infrastructural 

development, cross border infrastructural opportunities continue to be poor. Due to lack of warehouse and 

adequate banking facilities, all goods cannot be imported from all ports. Although both the governments 

have expressed their concerns regarding these issues, reforms are yet to be implemented at the ground level. 

If these situations can be addressed, it will be possible for Bangladesh to conduct higher levels of trade.   

Dr. Prabir De highlighted some challenges that both the countries face bilaterally and internationally. 

According to his research, the existence of non-tariff barriers is a major hindrance to the bilateral trade 

between India and Bangladesh. Issues with connectivity and anomalies in the tariffs were chiefly mentioned. 

Although connectivity is an issue to be corrected over a long period of time, tariff issues can be corrected 

through more frequent meetings and coming up with standard operating procedures between the customs 

officers. Although tariff duties for Bangladeshi products are almost 0% in India except few listed items, 

Bangladesh is unable to take advantage of liberalized trade due to its narrow trade products.  Bangladesh 

and India will need to form trusted partnerships, collaborations and trade associations for trading in specific 

products like ceramics. He opined that with the successful implementation of Goods & Services Tax in 

India, things would hopefully be better for Bangladesh in the upcoming months.   

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman opined that Bangladesh-India trade relations, especially from the perspective of 

Bangladesh, is the most important trade relation. He highlighted the two graduations of Bangladesh, firstly, 

from Least Developed Country (LDC) to a middle income country and, secondly, from middle income to 

higher income country which will have very important implications for Bangladesh. He mentioned that 

global trade deficits matter more for Bangladesh than the bilateral trade deficit with India and emphasized 

that imported items from India are beneficial for the consumers, producers and export-oriented industries. 

He emphasized the importance of Bangladesh entering India’s 400 billion USD global import market. He 

stressed the key issue of infrastructure and highlighted the importance of Bhutan-Bangladesh-India-Nepal 

(BBIN) infrastructure being developed with the Indian Line of Credit and building the integrated  customs 

point. According to him, addressing the infrastructure deficits will do away with 80% of the NTBs, and 

infrastructure and connectivity are key to deepening investment, trade and people to people connectivity. 

Through this, the comparative advantage of Bangladesh can be translated to competitive advantage in the 

Indian market. He also mentioned that there are many items that India is importing and Bangladesh is 

exporting but not to the Indian market and Bangladesh is not able to capture the supply side capacities due 

to various barriers. It is important to concentrate on translating the border points and checking points 

between Bangladesh and India into crossing points to capture the competitive advantage of Bangladesh. He 

highlighted four important steps to combat the existing trade deficit. Firstly, key issues such as a single 

window, key operability of the system, crossing points must be set up and operationalized. Secondly, to 
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have more mutual recognition agreements and better laboratory testing facilities. Thirdly to improve and 

update the banking system mentioning that it is a good sign that India is now allowing Bangladesh banks to 

operate in India and fourthly, to improve connectivity mentioning that although transit has been granted to 

India through Ashuganj, only three ships have used it over the last few years, due to poor infrastructural 

development.  

Gautam Ghosh mentioned that trade investment collaboration between India and Bangladesh has greater 

potential that is waiting to be fully realized. He highlighted the importance of FICCI (The Federation of 

Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry) and FBCCI (The Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of 

Commerce and Industry) in nurturing India-Bangladesh economic relations through exchange of business 

delegations, organizing various seminars, and facilitating business meetings as part of the effort to support 

President Narendra Modi’s “Neighbourhood First” policy. FICCI has enlisted a six-point agenda with 

FBCCI to carry forward bilateral industrial relations. He mentioned that India and Bangladesh are at a 

historic junction and the onus is on the respective governments to carry forward the aspirations of the people.  

Proceedings from the Panel Discussion 

Dr. De and Dr. Rahman agreed that India-Bangladesh require developing coordination for the 

implementation of single window system and inter-operability, more comprehensive economic partnerships 

and agreements, and implementing dispute settlement mechanisms. Both mentioned the importance of 

targeting the Indian market through Special Economic Zones (SEZs) and creating the supply side capacities. 

Mr. Ghosh mentioned that one of the key areas of Indian investment in Bangladesh is in the power and 

energy sector and agreed with Dr. Rahman that lack of connectivity remains the main obstacle.  

In the panel discussion, Mir Nasir mentioned that Bangladesh has already started taking steps to attract 

investment through establishing SEZs. He also expressed solidarity with Mr. Ghosh about power sector and 

added that other important sectors include textiles and IT.  

Dr. Rahman mentioned that although there are some challenges to being a middle-income country, it means 

Bangladesh has attained a certain level of capacity building in the global market and Bangladesh has made 

a graduation to a trading nation. Target of Bangladesh should be to enter the Indian import market. He also 

mentioned that Bangladesh is ready to take advantage of the prevalent demographic dividend and India can 

be a very good partner in this regard. He advised to look beyond trade issues and look into a comprehensive 

strategic partnership.  

According to Dr. Prabir De, in line with Dr Rahman’s statement about developing a comprehensive 

economic partnership with India, the two countries can develop joint-partnership in the global market 

undertake futuristic endeavors and give guidance to comprehensive economic partnerships through binding 

agreements, which will facilitate greater bilateral trade and investment similar to SEPA (Single Euro 

Payments Area) to the gain of disadvantaged sections. India- Bangladesh relationship can replicate the same 

model.  

Dr. De did not fully agree with Dr. Rahman about successful establishment of a single window system in 

the case of ASEAN as Inter-operability within the ASEAN states remain limited to only 4 countries, 

Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia. He mentioned that either SAARC or some sub regional body 

has to come forward for the implementation of the single window in South Asia and since SAARC is a very 

slow-moving body, it would have to be up to BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 

Technical and Economic Cooperation) or BBIN (The Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) initiative to 

implement it.  
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Session II: Security, Counter Terrorism and Cross-
Border Cooperation 

 

Moderator:   

Manasi Pritam 

Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Khalsa College, University of Delhi, India.  
 

Panel Discussion:  

• General Md. Abdul Mubeen, SBP (Retd.) 

Former Chief of Army Staff, Bangladesh Army.       

• Dr. Pushpita Das 

Research Fellow & Coordinator of Internal Security Centre, Institute for Defence Studies and 

Analyses (IDSA), New Delhi, India.  

• Dr. Rashed Uz Zaman 

Professor, Department of International Relations, University of Dhaka.  

• Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain 

Former GOC 15 Corps & Military Secretary, India. 

 

Ms. Manasi Pritam moderating the Session with General Mubeen to her left followed by Dr. Pushpita Das,  Prof. 

Rashed uz-Zaman, and General Ata Hasnain . 
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General Mubeen initiated the session by mentioning that it is a good sign that a large number of MoUs, 

agreements on peaceful use of nuclear energy and defense cooperation have been signed provided that they 

are implemented within a given practical timeframe. He also remarked on recent comments made by the 

Indian Army Chief, General Bipin Rawat regarding the migration of Bangladeshis to Assam, which in his 

opinion is a proxy war by India’s western and northern neighbors and it was implied in those remarks that 

Bangladesh is also conniving with this venture. General Mubeen agreed that the recent years have seen a 

paradigm shift in the Bangladesh-India relationship and on several areas has reached newer heights. It is 

imperative that no country take any decision to undermine the other, and rather all endeavors should be 

directed towards bolstering bilateral security. He mentioned that Bangladesh and India share a symbiotic 

relationship focusing on economic relations that are intrinsically interlinked and intertwined with security 

aspects. He emphasized that the people in Bangladesh are of the opinion that, even though Bangladesh has 

taken rapid strides in India-Bangladesh relationship, India is yet to fully match that endeavor towards 

Bangladesh. He mentioned the onus to allay the misgivings of the people of Bangladesh lies on the shoulders 

of the Indian government. India needs to dispel this notion of non-cooperativeness with greater engagement 

in economic, cultural and security aspects to strengthen the India-Bangladesh relations. 

Dr. Pushpita Das commented that India’s security concerns with Bangladesh are divided into mainly three 

parts. First concern is of the insurgent groups establishing bases in Bangladesh, and the terrorist and 

radicalization groups in Bangladesh setting up operational bases in India. Second, illegal migration and 

refugee flows and third, smuggling of illegal products. She mentioned that these challenges can be tackled 

by improving border security and greater cross-border cooperation. Securing and managing such a 

complicated border is a challenge for both India and Bangladesh and both countries have identified mutual 

concerns and are set to implement mutual steps to tackle the problems, through a mutual cross-border 

management plan by jointly identifying vulnerable spots and conducting coordinated patrolling. Two 

positive outcomes mentioned were total demolition of Indian insurgent bases and a significant reduction in 

the number of deaths at the border.  Police, customs and narcotics regulatory committee all need to work 

together, in both India and Bangladesh. She mentioned that both the governments have shown political will 

to push forward the cooperation but practical issues both at the operational and administrative stages have 

prevented full realization of the potential of this cooperation.  It has been eight years since the agreement 

on combating terrorism, organized crimes and illicit trafficking of drugs was signed in 2010 and the 

agreement is yet to be operationalized. It is necessary to facilitate greater dialogues between concerned 

security organizations to foster greater trust, understanding and respect for each other.  

Prof. Rashed uz-Zaman mentioned two things were very important with security. New issues keep 

cropping up with security and the perspectives related to security tend to change. There exists a structural 

asymmetry in South Asia and persistence of political and security problems have prevented a rational 

assessment of the benefits of connectivity and economic integration. He also highlighted important non-

conventional security issues such as tensions over water sharing and mass migration due to climate change 

etc.  

General Ata Hasnain spoke of all the traditional security threats.  According to him, borders cannot create 

fully functioning barriers between states. Both Bangladesh and India will have to maximize the effectiveness 

of the border but realize that borders will leak. He mentioned that terrorists today are finding newer ways 

to attack and operate through global networks. He mentioned that in spite of ISIS being defeated on the 

ground, the network of ISIS is still existent and can emerge anywhere and anytime in the world. 
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Proceedings from the Panel Discussion 

General Hasnain opined that a negative narrative has been spelled out to the people by the proxy conflict 

managers from across the borders, who are trying to instigate the youth of Kashmir into the radical narratives 

of Islam. He stressed the importance of espousing the moderate and correct teachings of the religious 

scriptures to counter radicalization and terrorism. He particularly stressed the importance of correct 

teachings for youth, not only in India, but all over South Asia. He mentioned that General Rawat, the Indian 

army chief, never meant to involve Bangladesh into the issue of a proxy war. India is extremely sensitive of 

anything done by Pakistan since it has been going on for the last 28 years. He specifically mentioned that it 

was never the intent to insinuate that Pakistan is doing it through Bangladesh and in connivance with 

Bangladesh. The fact that the Indian territory can be exploited by someone to wage war against Bangladesh 

is always possible (without the connivance of the Indian Government) and the territory of Bangladesh can 

be used by someone who is inimical to both Bangladesh and India to instigate a proxy war in India is also 

possible, which is in fact what General Rawat was alluding to. He opined that there might be major 

differences and sensitivities between good friends and the challenge is how these sensitivities are accepted 

and how the obstacles are crossed. General Mubeen countered that a person who is very responsible in the 

hierarchy of the Indian government should make statements in a manner that does not create misgivings or 

apprehension in the minds of the people of Bangladesh.   
 

Prof. Zaman added on by mentioning three ways of countering radicalization and terrorism. Firstly, the 

military approach, which has been tried by the US to combat the global war on terror. Secondly, policing; 

the police are never allowed to make any area a crime free zone. There is a symbiotic relationship between 

people and crime. The police must always ensure crime does not go beyond a particular level. Thirdly, using 

the tools of soft power to combat terrorism and radicalization. He opined that terrorism, while a vital security 

threat to any nation, does not have the power to end a nation, rather can just cause harm.  
 
 

Dr. Das mentioned that while India praises Bangladesh’s efforts to shelter the Rohingyas, India is not able 

to grant the Rohingyas ‘Refugees Status’ due to security issues and discontent among the local people about 

sharing of local resources with the Rohingyas. She mentioned that India can offer a higher level of 

humanitarian support the Rohingya crisis and facilitate talks with Myanmar to put indirect pressure on them 

to take back the Rohingyas.  
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Session III: Energy, Water and Natural Resources 
 

Moderator:   

Ambassador C. M. Shafi Sami 

Former Foreign Secretary & Former Bangladesh High Commissioner to India  
 

Panel Discussion:  

• Md. Sayef Uddin 

Former Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources, Bangladesh  

• Praveen Saxena 

General Manager, Business Development Department NTPC India Ltd., New Delhi, India  

• Siddique Zobair 

Additional Secretary & Member (Energy Efficiency and Conservation), Sustainable and 

Renewable Energy Development Authority (SREDA), Bangladesh.  

• Joyeeta Bhattacharjee 

Senior Fellow, ORF, New Delhi, India. 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ambassador Shafi Sami moderating the Session with Mr. Siddique Zobair followed by Ms. Joyeeta Bhattacharjee 

to his left and Mr. Praveen Saxena followed by Md. Sayef Uddin to his right 
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Ambassador Shafi Sami started the session by mentioning that India-Bangladesh relations are bound 

together by shared natural resources and potential for harnessing water resources and despite commendable 

socio-economic progress, the vast majority of the people of both the countries still suffer from abject 

poverty. So, cooperation between these two countries in the vital areas of energy and water is essential. He 

mentioned that the session would focus on how to foster and strengthen cooperation on the important issues 

relating to energy, water and natural resources. He further added that of the 10 recommendations generated 

after the previous Indo-Bangla conclave organized by IPAG in the year 2016, 3 were directly related to 

Energy, Water and Natural resources.  

Mr. Praveen Saxena opened the initial remarks by mentioning the success stories in cross-border power 

sharing in South Asia. He mentioned that India has a capacity of 330 Gigawatts and a peak demand of 164 

Gigawatts.  He shared the exponential growth curve of energy consumption as well as energy capacity 

additions. He mentioned that NTPC, a state owned Indian thermal power company primarily dealing with 

coal is currently looking forward to reaching 46% cycle efficiency. He also mentioned that every 1% 

increase in efficiency yields 2.5% CO2 emission reduction. NTPC’s first international foray was in 

Bangladesh, where they invested in Maitri Power Station in Rampal, Khulna, which is a 1320-megawatt 

coal-based power station. He mentioned that there is a pressure on fossil fuels and a lot of investment is 

required which sometimes the developing economies can ill afford. The economies also multiply in growth 

with every unit of power that is generated. A huge demand for power is also to be met within the SAARC 

countries. He concluded with mentioning the challenges associated with sustaining the bilateral 

relationships including a favorable tax and duty structure, connectivity for power flow and a strong cross-

border policy framework. In his opinion, policies based on certainty and continuity should be developed 

since power investments are primarily long term.  

Mr. Siddique Zobair highlighted the importance of power and energy sector to realize the long term 

economic development of Bangladesh. Bangladesh is facing depletion of domestic gas supply and needs to 

improve its power quality for the forthcoming high-tech industries, and the discipline of operation and 

maintenance for power plants needs to be addressed holistically. Furthermore, energy subsidy is always a 

challenge for Bangladesh, since there is always a concern that drastic increase of fuel and electricity price 

may trigger a negative effect for Bangladesh economy. In his opinion, a meticulous analysis is required to 

find the best pathway for the sustainability of the energy and power sector in balancing the economic growth. 

The need to address the power and energy sector efficiently was emphasized and the initiative of the 

government to put maximum budget in the energy sector of Bangladesh was lauded. Mr. Zobair also 

mentioned that to reach the target of Vision 2041, Bangladesh requires continuous growth of 7.4% annually 

from 2016-2020. With this economic growth, the primary demand for energy in the industry sector and the 

transport sector is expected to make a sharp increase in both volume and efficacy of business transactions 

and energy efficiency.  

He stated that the country needs to undergo major changes to meet the increased demand, from the existing 

dependency on domestic natural gas to dependency on various imported elements. Infrastructural 

improvements including domestic facilities as well as interactions with neighboring countries are necessary. 

He also highlighted the importance of the need for policy and systematic improvements including the 

strategic positioning of various energy resources and the legal system that promotes efficient use of energy. 

To meet the rapid increasing demand of power and to maintain stable supply, Bangladesh needs to develop 

robust infrastructure. Regional cooperation and cross border electricity trade as well as a well-developed 

power market can facilitate overcoming these limitations. He also mentioned that regional grid has created  
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a win-win situation and there exists strong opportunity to create such a grid, as well as gas and oil pipelines 

among the South Asian countries.  

Ms. Joyeeta Bhattacharjee initiated her remarks by highlighting the importance of Indo-Bangla 

connections. She mentioned not only India-Bangladesh, but that the whole Indian subcontinent is part of a 

big geographical hole sharing natural resources. The Indo - Bangla relation is recently trying to change the 

narrative and engage in cooperation and rather than only focusing on the conflicts and disputes, she 

highlighted the importance of changing the narrative and the importance of cooperation and collaboration 

to devise a way forward for Indo-Bangla resource sharing. The focus should shift from water related 

conflicts to how India and Bangladesh can cooperate to resolve the conflicts. Water sharing can create a lot 

of opportunities and India and Bangladesh have already signed a plethora of agreements, but it is time to 

put those into effect and share the resources.  

Mr. Sayef Uddin stated that, of the 57 trans-boundary rivers of Bangladesh, 54 are with India, highlighting 

the importance of bilateral water cooperation between India and Bangladesh. A very effective and active 

cooperation is required so that it is possible to judiciously and effectively use the water for the wellbeing of 

the people of this region. He stressed the importance of an integrated water resource management system 

and how water can be best used for the management of the region, as a whole. There is shortage of water, 

especially from January-March, and it is necessary to augment the supply of water during that time. He 

further stressed the importance of commitment required from all the countries involved. He highlighted the 

results of studies conducted on Nepal hydropower which has the potential to generate 40,000-50,000 MW 

to ensure smooth supply of electricity. He provided global examples of Mekong River, Indus water treaty 

and Ganges water treaty which are working well; and concluded by stressing the importance of good 

decisions, active cooperation and participation of the involved countries.  

Proceedings from the Panel Discussion 

Mr. Zobair commented that the energy sector has had cooperation with India for a long time which is useful 

in resolving the energy crisis. This also contributes in furthering the bilateral relationship between the two 

countries. He proposed for India and Bangladesh to engage in fruitful discussions in order to bring other 

countries together such as Nepal, Bhutan Myanmar and some parts of India to utilize the potential of 

hydropower in the region. He stressed the importance of going beyond the bilateral cooperation into the 

multilateral cooperation. He proposed that solar power projects should be encouraged in India, which can 

then export solar power to Bangladesh. Bangladesh too has immense solar potential but Bangladesh does 

not have the adequate resources to develop solar projects in a cost-effective manner for which he proposed 

Bangladesh investors to develop solar projects in India and import the energy to Bangladesh.  

Mr. Praveen Saxena agreed with Mr. Zobair on the solar issue. He mentioned the bilateral agreements that 

exists between the Bangladesh and Indian governments on coal and suggested that it could be extended for 

solar projects as well. On the issue of regional hydropower sharing with Nepal and Bhutan, Mr. Saxena 

mentioned that India already has a large monolithic grid and any import of power, or export from there, has 

impact on India’s own grid. The government of India is developing a robust policy whereby multilateral 

cross border trade of electricity will become a reality. He also agreed that grid connectivity is of prime 

importance to the region and as far as power is concerned, he opined that the border should be as porous as 

possible. He recommended that synchronous grids between Bangladesh and India should be looked into to 

facilitate free flow of energy without interruption and also reduce cost of electricity to a huge extent. He 

encouraged the policy makers of India and Bangladesh to engage in discussions regarding this and take 

measures to facilitate the construction of a cost-effective grid.  
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Ms. Joyeeta Banerjee agreed that while water sharing is important, both Bangladesh and India should give 

more priority to using their combined efforts to share technological knowledge and flood control issues to 

which Mr. Sayef Uddin countered by saying that in addition to sharing of technological knowledge, it also 

is important to equitably share the resources as expectations have remained high time and again regarding 

water sharing issues as per the signing of the Teesta Water Sharing Agreement. In fact, even though it has 

been indicated several times from both sides that the agreement has reached its final stage, implementation 

of the agreement keeps on getting delayed. He mentioned that in his opinion, both parties should restart 

the process of how this issue can be expedited, since there is a large irrigation project concerning the 

Teesta water, which is suffering due to the delay of the implementation of the treaty.    
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Session IV: Media, Culture & Tourism 
 

Moderator:  

Avia Nahreen 

Senior Research Associate, IPAG 
 

Panelists: 

• Sanjay Kapoor 

Editor, Hardnews Magazine, New Delhi, India.  

• Syed Gousul Alam Shaon 

Managing Partner & Country Head, Grey, Bangladesh. 

• Smita Sharma 

Deputy Editor, The Tribune, New Delhi, India. 

• Aasha Mehreen Amin,  

Deputy Editor, Editorial & Op-ed, The Daily Star, Bangladesh. 

________________________________________________________            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Ms. Avia Nahreen moderating the Session with  Mr. Sanjay Kapoor to her left followed by Mr. Syed Gousul Alam 

Shaon,  Ms. Smita Sharma and Ms. Aasha Mehreen Amin. 
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The moderator, Ms. Avia Nahreen started the session by bringing to attention the transition of Conclave 

discussions from hard issues like economic development, trade, security, energy & water sharing to 

discussing issues that impact day-to-day lives, such as media, popular culture and tourism.  

Mr. Sanjay Kapoor began the discussion by mentioning that he belonged to a generation which has grown 

up reading about Bangladesh’s phenomenal struggle for independence. Newspapers and radio reports 

provided information on how this young nation has evolved into an entity of its own and built up its own 

distinct identity. So as a member of that generation, Bangladesh’s national and cultural identity remain very 

distinct to them as they have known how hard the struggle was to resist the consumption of Bangladeshi 

culture by the cultural hegemony of the then West Pakistan. Since the Bangladeshi independence, the world 

has substantially changed and the ideals and values that drove independence have mutated into states which 

have become far more powerful and busy fighting terrorism and this has diminished the role of journalists 

and the media. Increasingly states have started to control narratives. He mentioned how there has been an 

explosion of information due to social media which has been challenging everything and due to which both 

print and electronic media is now fighting for its credibility. The media of both the countries –India and 

Bangladesh face these same challenges. There are different expectations from journalists now. Earlier 

journalists were expected to stand firm, challenge authority and ask questions but now this ideals have 

‘flipped on their heads.’ According to him more quality information, rigorous editorial backup and sincere 

reporting can fight fake news. 

Mr. Syed Gousul Alam Shaon began his initial remarks by mentioning that he is not from the generation 

that saw 1971 and so he will focus on the present. He mentioned that the reality is that there is a huge anti-

Indian mindset in Bangladesh in terms of people-to-people relationship which is strange considering that 

the two countries share a strong friendship, particularly due to India helping Bangladesh during its 

Liberation War and the large number of people that travel from Bangladesh to India every year for various 

reasons. So we need to focus on the real issues behind the lack of people-to-people connectivity from a 

cultural perspective. According to him, one of the core issues is the lack of knowledge about either country 

beyond a certain sphere. For example, other than West Bengal, the rest of the India has a limited knowledge 

about Bangladesh. In a similar way, Bangladeshis do not know much about India beyond Kolkata. So, the 

more we know each other, our understanding will develop and it will become a basis of moving our 

relationship forward in many ways. He said that Bangladesh in 1971 and the country now are very different. 

Bangladesh now has a young population where 65% of the people are under the age of 35 and a country 

which is growing at a fast pace, albeit chaotic at times. So there should be focus on how one can try to 

understand this young country. Referring to prominent Bangladeshi scholar Ahmed Sofa, he also mentioned 

that understanding Bengali Muslims, which constitute 80% of the population, is important to know this 

country. On the other hand, when Bangladeshis see the proliferation of Indian media in Bangladesh, they 

have to understand that Bangladesh is not yet in a position to reach Indian audience because the industry 

has not developed that level of capacity. So media personnel here need to think how to translate Bangladeshi 

literature into Hindi and English, dub some of our movies in Indian languages to access Indian audience. 

He also observed that the government to government relationship between India and Bangladesh is not being 

transferred to people-to-people relationship. So there is a lot of work to be done in this regard.  

Ms. Smita Sharma agreed with Mr. Shaon that the understanding about Bangladesh in India is limited 

when looked at the larger picture. When Indians look to an understanding about Bangladesh, they go to 

Bengali speaking journalists or Bengali journalists from West Bengal. Similarly, most people in Tamil Nadu 

or Delhi think about Bangladesh as an extension of West Bengal. They lack knowledge about Bangladesh’s 

unique culture and the talent that this country has to offer and hardly know that there is a difference in 

culture between Bangladesh and West Bengal.  
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In her opinion, if India-Bangladesh relationship is to thrive in terms of tourism and culture, Bangladesh has 

to think beyond West Bengal and North-East, which are prevalent comfort zones. She explains that there 

are existing cultural linkages between the two countries but this collaboration needs to be expanded. 

Bangladesh has to think about how to promote the country in other states like Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 

and Delhi. Ms. Sharma suggested using modern tools to showcase the country to foreign guests as people 

want to learn what the country is going through at the moment. Inter-cultural exchanges can take place on 

social media. 

She pointed that Bangladesh has a young population and that there should be a balance between traditional 

and modern youth-centric culture while promoting Bangladesh. She urged to move beyond linguistic 

comfort zones and give more focus on showcasing the Bangladesh of today. She asserted that if Indian 

movies could make a mark in China, then Bangladeshi movies can also reach the Indian audience.  She 

encouraged enhancing collaboration and joint ventures in media projects, movies, documentaries, and joint 

cultural research in order to increase people-to-people linkage between the two countries. Ms. Sharma urged 

to focus on the power of social media. In her opinion, technology at the end of the day is a double-edged 

sword and although there are negativities on social media, it has also made it impossible for news to be 

brushed under the carpet. If mainstream media lacks the inclination or resources to bring forth news, anyone 

with access to social media can do it but that also requires vetting and verification.  

Ms. Aasha Mehreen Amin urged to focus on the young generation of the two countries and explained that 

during her and her parents’ generation, there were strong emotional and personal ties between people of 

India and Bangladesh but between younger generations of the two countries, these ties are gradually 

diminishing. The world is now a world of intolerance, negative propaganda, prejudice and communal forces 

and all these are huge obstacles to possible friendship. As seen in social media, there are a lot of negative 

sentiments in both countries against each other and in order to remove this, both Bangladesh and India have 

to work much harder and promote tolerance through enhanced knowledge sharing. She urged promoting 

more meaningful exchanges between young people of the two countries through universities, think tanks 

and media. There are lot of young people who want to talk about lots of issues like youth employment, skill 

development, and sexual violence and there should be more such forums where the youth of both countries 

can share both agreeable and contentious issues.  

Proceedings from the Panel Discussion 

Mr. Kapoor agreed with Ms. Smita that there is hardly any presence of Indian media and journalists based 

in Bangladesh other than some reporters who represent West Bengal media and there is no consistent 

reporting coming from Bangladesh to India which creates lack of perspective. He agreed with Mr. Shaon 

that Bangladesh’s economy is growing at a fast pace and the country’s economic progress has become a 

success story but most Indians hardly have any clue about it. This is happening due to lack of consistency 

in reporting with perspective and with independence. He believes that India has become self-obsessed and 

inward looking and their responsibilities towards neighborhood are not met. Ms. Sharma agreed with Sanjay 

Kapoor that there is not much presence of Indian press in Bangladesh apart from a very few. In Mr. Shaon’s 

observation, there is growing polarization in many states in the age of social media and people in our 

countries get more confused and then the questions of identity and how to stand out globally arise. 

When asked about Indian movies being banned in Bangladesh, Mr. Shaon cited the example of how the 

rights of his own movie ‘Aynabaazi’ has been bought by a Tamil movie house through legal channels. 

According to him extreme protectionism doesn’t work. He thinks that there is a lot of learning that can be 

shared between the two countries. He believes that Bangladesh lacks producers whereas Mumbai is much 
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stronger in this area and there is scope for collaboration in this sector. Ms. Sharma also agreed that ban on 

movies does not work and eventually ends up increasing the market of piracy. 

Although Mr. Shaon agreed with Mr. Kapoor that there are actions by states to control narratives but he 

thinks there is no point in controlling the narratives in the age of social media. He thinks there is an emerging 

issue in the relationship between sender and receiver, where the receiver has become the co-creator of news. 

He agreed with Ms. Sharma that due to social media, incidents can no longer be hidden. Whatever narrative 

anyone tries to push, the truth eventually comes out in social media. There are 3.5 crore active social media 

users in Bangladesh, compared to which, engaged television audience is much less. The credibility of news 

need to be created through authentic reporting to counter fake narratives and media convergence can play a 

crucial role in this regard.  
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Harsh Vardhan Shringla , High Commissioner of India to 

Bangladesh, delivering his opening remarks.  

Vijay Keshav Gokhale , Foreign Secretary, India, 

Special Guest of the Business Session delivering 

his address 

 

Dr. Gowher Rizvi, International Affairs Advisor to 
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Session I:  Economic Relations, Trade, & Investment 

Moderator Mr. Amit Datta Roy with panelists Mr. Mir Nasir Hossain, Dr. Prabir De,  

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman and Mr. Goutam Ghosh (From left to right)  

Dr. Mustafizur Rahman, Distinguished 

Fellow at Center for Policy Dialogue 

sharing his insights  

Mr. Goutam Ghosh, Sr. Director, FICCI sharing 

his initial remarks  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session II: Security, Counter Terrorism and Cross-Border Cooperation 

 

Moderator Ms. Manasi Pritam with panelists Gen. Md. Abdul Mubeen (Retd.), Dr. Pushpita Das, 

Dr. Rashed Uz Zaman and Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd.)  (From left to right)  

Gen. Md. Abdul Mubeen (Retd.), Former 

Army Chief, Bangladesh Army sharing his 

initial remarks 

Lt. Gen. Syed Ata Hasnain (Retd.), Former 

GOC 15 Corps & Military Secretary, India 

sharing his thoughts 
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C. M. Shafi Sami, Former Foreign Secretary & 

Former Bangladesh High Commissioner to 

India sharing his opening remarks 

Ms. Joyeeta Bhattacharjee, Senior Fellow, 

ORF, India sharing her opinion 

Mr. Praveen Saxena, Mr. Md. Sayef Uddin, Mr. C. M. Shafi Sami, Mr. Siddique Zobair and  

Ms. Joyeeta Bhattacharjee (From left to right)  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

Session IV: Media, Culture & Tourism 

 

 

 

Moderator Ms. Avia Nahreen with panelists Mr. Sanjay Kapoor, Aasha Mehreen Amin, Smita 

Sharma and Syed Gousul Alam Shaon (From left to right)  

Mr. Syed Gousul Alam Shaon, Managing 

Partner & Country Head, Grey Bangladesh 

sharing his thoughts 

Ms. Smita Sharma, Deputy Editor, The 

Tribune, India sharing her observations 



 

 

Snapshots from the Event 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   Pictures from India Bangladesh Dialogue Series: Chapter I (Sept 17, 2016) 
 

Session I: Economic Aspects: Trade, Investment, Connectivity and Energy 

Moderator Panelists 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Rajeet Mitter 
Former Indian High Commissioner to 

Bangladesh 

 
Pankaj Tandon 

Member, Confederation of Indian Industry 

(CII) & Vice President, KEC International 

Limited 

 
Nitya Nanda 

Fellow 

The Energy and Resources Institute 

(TERI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mahfuz Anam 

Editor and Publisher 

The Daily Star 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Prof. Mustafizur Rahman 

Executive Director 

Centre for Policy Dialogue (CPD) 

 

Dr. Arif Dowla 
Managing Director 

ACI Limited 

 
Prof. M Tamim 

Petroleum and Mineral Resources 

Engineering 

BUET 

 

 

http://cpd.org.bd/index.php/about-us/cpd_team/professor-mustafizur-rahman-2/


 

Session II: Strategic Affairs: Border & Security, Water & Environment, Regional & Multilateral Issues 

Moderator Panelists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suhasini Haidar 

Diplomatic & Strategic Affairs Editor 

The Hindu 

 

Ashok Malik 
Distinguished Fellow & Head of 

Neighborhood Regional Studies Initiative 

Observer Research Foundation (ORF) 

Smruti S Pattanaik 

Research Fellow 

The Institute for Defense Studies and 

Analyses (IDSA) 

 

 

 

Syed Munir Khasru, 

Chairman 

IPAG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brig. Gen. Shahedul Anam ndc, psc 

(Retd.), Editor, 

Op-Ed and Strategic Affairs 

The Daily Star 

Dr. Ainun Nishat 
Professor Emeritus, Centre for Climate 

Change and Environmental Research 

BRAC University 

Prof. Imtiaz Ahmed 
International Relations 

University of Dhaka 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Panelists at the First Chapter of the One day Dialogue Series Bangladesh-India Relations: Progress 
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